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W ENI conſider your ingenious re- 
ſearches into natural philoſophy, and 
your late removal into and ſettling in 
a populous trading town, wherein many inge- 
nious men reſide, where, conſequently, ingenuity 
of all kinds is much ſought after, and ingenious 
men reſpected, when I add to this your abilities 
in expreſſing your ſentiments in a powerful and 
pleaſing manner as a writer, your exemplary con- 
duct and fteady obſervance of the moral duties, 
and the unreſerved and even engaging manner of 
your addreſs, I confeſs. I have my fears leaſt ſome 


of your unguarded acquaintance and auditors 


ſhould imbibe ſome principles and ſentiments, 
which I by no means conceive. can, nay, which I 
had almoſt ſaid I knew could not, be either ho- 
nourable to you, or uſeful to any. And in this 
my opinion I am more fully confirmed, by the 
publication of u late Diſcourſe of yours. For, 
though I have given you credit, and will, for 
1 degree of excellence ſoever you are, or may 
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hereafter be poſſeſſed of, that comes to my 
knowledge, I muſt except for the preſent, your 
notions regarding government, thoſe relative to 
the conſtitution. of our nature, and your denial 
of the proper exiſtence of the fouls of men, and 
your religious principles. As, therefore, you 
think it right tõ Propagate your own opinions 
which you may believe to be beneficial and true, 
you will not raſhly condemn me for reſiſting you, 
if, upon clearer grounds, I think they may, nay, 
chat they have been proved to be not only not 
true, but of pernicious tendeney. And this you 
will be the more eaſily led to, if in matters of the 
higheſt moment, and which regard in the ſtrong- 


eſt manner poſſible, mens moſt eſſential intereſts 
and concerns, if, I ſay, in matters that are not to 


be diſpenſed with, and concerning which we are 
by no means at liberty to think according to the 
pleaſure o our own wills, you. really are a legi- 
timate follower of that Truth you profeſs to en- 
quire into. I need not therefore apologize far- 
ther for this addreſs. För ab- charity, decording 
to your own dn re- he higheſt and moſt 
Capable of, this never een itſelf in is fair a 
point of view, never is more real and true than 
when it exerts itſelf ſtrongly, and is deeply con- 
cerned for the eternal welfare of ſouls to inſtruct 
out of true knowledge and love being a a virtue, 
if J underſtand it aright, that comprehendeth the 
d man, and reachech not only the head but 
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the heart; a bright zeal; whoſe: pure flame can- 
not be intemperate, which ought not therefore to 
be weakly or unfaichfully commended; and almoſt 
in the ſame breath depreciated and arraigned, and 
which can never be fairly ſaid to be uſed and 
ſhewn out of vanity and oſtentation. Thus 
much premiſed to return to your Diſcourſe. 

As you always, Sir, and with great reaſon, 
both in your writings and Diſcourſes, inſiſt on 
the neceflity of good works to the ſalvation of 
man, give me leave to obſerve that theſe are ne- 
ver at variance with a true faith, but naturally 
ſpring out of it, and through 1 its active as well as 
benign operation, arrive at ſome tolerable degree 
of maturity and perfection. Some indeed it muſt 
be confeſſed there are, yea, it is to be feared, too 
many, who hold the truth in untighteouſneſs, 
who moſt undoubtedly, will be, called to a ſtrict 
account for ſo doing. But their unnatural, ec- 
centric, and moſt wretched example will be found 
at the ſame time to be no true plea for the want 
of faith. And though I admit of good works as 
a means abſolutely neceſſary to, a qualification 
indiſpenſable in, obtaining ſuch ſalvation, and 
have as ſtrongly inſiſted on them as yourſelf, yet 
1 at the fame time deny that they are the abſo- 
Jute, perfect, and proper cauſe thereof; for that 
is a matter of faith, and not of works, as St. Paul 
hath it, leaſt any man ſhould boaſt, If then the 
juſt man is thus to live by his faith, how is he to 
A3 do 
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do without it, ſhould it be laid to his charge 
hereafter that he had opportunity abundant of 
obtaining the true faith, had he been well diſ- 
poſed in mind to receive it? For, as to a vain 
dependence on any finite being, any mere crea- 
ture like himſelf, that may ſtrictly, according to 
the beſt rules of argument rational and divine, 
the moſt accurate modes of expreſſion, be called 
the having no faith at all. To have faith then, 
obſerve, is become now a great virtue, and the 
leader of the whole fair chriſtian train, a duty 
ſtrictly enjoined, which we are all bound to fulfil 
by our obedience as far as we are able.* 


Suppoſe now you and I were p6ſſefſed of as 
much virtue as mere mortals could ever lay 
claim to, I apply to you now as to one eſteemed 
by many, a divine, a philoſopher, and a man of 
ſcience, ſuppoſe I ſay thus even eminently qua- 
lified, according to the notions mankind at pre- 
ſent have of ſuch matters, we were called to an- 
ſwer ſtrictly at the bar of eternal juſtice for our 
faults, as we have deviated from truth and up- 
rightneſs both in thought and action, wherein 
we might have been both wiſer and better, could 
you or I weakly ſuppoſe, I ſay, that the pleading 
- * If true faith were not a matter of the laſt conſequence, how came 
it that the diſciples were fo often and ſo ſeverely checked for the want of 
It, by him who beſt knew the high importance of it ? Was not this the 
reaſon why it was made the indiſpeſinble qualification of the perſon on 


whom a miracle was to be pe and were.not thoſe who had it, on 
this account, always ſo eminently + ag and ſo.greatly rewarded. 


our 


1 
our virtues at that awful and tremendous bar, 
where all muſt at length appear, would make a 
due compenſation for our faults, more eſpecially 
for the many grievous and wiltul fins that every 
man commits, if no other and better help were 
at hand to ſupport us in this dreadful emergency ? 
For, mind me, the juſtice of God is as perfect 
as his mercy ; this every man of ſenſe and ability 
muſt admit: and they never were brought into 
union and harmony in regard of man fince his 
fall, but in the perfon and through the ſufferings 
of the Bleſſed Saviour of the world. If any ſuch 
thought then could poſſibly enter into the heart 
of man, as thus to pretend to commute with 
Juſtice eternal and unchangeable his virtues for 
' his faults, muſt not ſuch imagination confeſſedly 
be moſt weak, futile and * Nay, would it 
ſtand the trial even of an earthly tribunal? 


The being puffed up then with a notion of 
our good works, without the whole tenour of a 
man's life were perfect, which I believe no one 
will preſume to ſay his is, is abhorrent from every 
idea of humility, which is the foundation of all 
true religion, Without holineſs indeed no man 
ſhall ſee the Lord. But, if we unduly depend on 
works without faith to ſupport them, we may by 
degrees even be led to imagine, that eternal 
happineſs is the due reward of our own merits: 
or, as the Church of Rome hath blaſphemoully 
taught, even at length pretend that we have me- 
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rit to ſpare for the uſe of others. So abſurd and 
even blaſphemous are ſuch tenets, even, I ſay, as 
thoſe of the Church of Rome on this article, 
though one ſhould not perhaps at firſt ſight ima- 
gine, that they were ſo near of kin to each other. 


All then who deny a Saviour divine are forced 
at length to one or other or both of theſe dread- 
ful extremities, either flatly to deny that God was 
able or willing to make man better than he is at 
preſent ſeen to be, which includes a diſbelief of 
his omnipotence and his goodneſs, or abfurdly, 
nay even blaſphemouſly to ſay that he will pardon 
him offending without recompence or ſatisfac- 
tion, as one weak and ſinful man uſes and ought 
to pardon another, for acting unfaithfully and 
wickedly towards him; a matter which hath ta- 
ken place by reaſon of mutual imperfections, and 
moreover now become the reaſonable terms of 
mens acceptance with their maker through their 
mediator. God it is true is merciful and that 
infinitely. , But then his mercy is not ſuch as 
ſome weak men may dream of: his ineffable eſ- 
ſence being perfect and uniform, and his attri- 
butes in compleat harmony with and ſupporting 
each other. For the Lord our God is mercitul, 
for or becauſe he rewardeth every man according 
to his works: juſtice and mercy, as I ſaid before, 
being ſo united in him, that his juſtice in this 
moſt remarkable Caron is even put for, or 


rather 
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rather is ſaid even to comprehend his mercy. 
How then can any weak man ſuppoſe that he will 
' deviate from this perfection 9 in the caſe 


of man? 


This is 1 — if I underſtand it aright, ſuch 
as no man ought abſurdly, unphiloſophically, or 
unfairly to ſay is of a man's own making, which 
indeed none is, but ariſing out of the divine na- 
ture and attributes, conſequently conſiſtent with 
the abſolute nature of things, and having no 
no mode of exiſtence poſſible but in him. This, 
I ſay, is matter ſubſtantial inculcated by and de- 
livered out for man's uſe. in almoſt. every part of 
Scripture, which may therefore be decently, fair- 
ly, and even modeſtly, though forcibly, urged, 
eſpecially when the occaſion calls loudly for it, 
without incurring juſtly the imputation of pre- 
tending to ſearch improperly into the divine 
counſels. One would think men muſt be. aware 
at this time of day of truths ſo great as theſe, 
elſe what is it they can be ſaid to have been about 
with the bible ſo long in their hands, or what a 
pretended learning aiming at ? ? | 


A man indeed may ſay, I entertain ſuch no- 
tions of the abſolute uaity of the Deity, both 
in regard of perſon as well as nature, that I ne- 
ver can admit the Chriſtian revelation. . Now, 
though this objection is rotten at the heart, yet, 

when 


1 1 


when the high and ſacred authority of Gi 


as à divine revelation, and the authenticity of 
the miraculous birth, divine actions, &c. of 
Chriſt are not taken into conſideration, .it_ muſt 
be confeſſed that it puts on an external plauſible 
form, and carries along with it ſome: faint ſhew 


at leaſt, though it be only a deceitful air of con- 


ſiſtency. At worſt however, though bad and ob- 
ſtinate enough, it 'carties a more open and ho- 
neſt countenance than that fyſtem moſt abſurdly - 
introduced by ſome men, which, by quoting 
paſſages of ſcripture to ſerve a purpoſe, would 
render the Chriſtian inſtitution inconſiſtent with 
itſelf, and make a kind of mockery of the whole. 
It never fails however, but that thoſe who purſue 
this method render themſelves ſupremely ridicu- 
lous. For the Chriſtian ſyſtem never fails to re- 
coil upon. them, and always. engages moſt pow- 
erfully in its own warfare. By partially admit- 
ting, or pretending to admit its truth, they are 
ever moſt abſurdly contradicting themſelves, be 


their abilities what they will; and prove unde- 


niably, by their writings, the inconſiſtence of 
their ſentiments. At one time they are talking 
of the kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Je- 


fus Chriſt; at another ſaying that they conſider 


him only as a mere creature, under the direction 
of divine wiſdom, and aſſiſted by infinite power ; 
matters fo utterly irreconcileable with common 


Ane W and ſeripture, that it is a kind of 


waſte 
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waſte of time even to ſhew their abſurdity. If 
we have any king but God the Father it muſt be 
in his delegated, anointed and moſt bleſſed Son 
united to the human nature, according to the re- 
peated declarations of ſcripture: not a mere crea- 
ture furely of the human race falſely pretended 
by man's vanity and pride to be exalted into a 
ſituation ſo ſublime, that every man of true 
knowledge, or who thinks modeſtly and properly 
of human nature will confeſs, is by no means al- 
lotted to him. Here then again is an utterdefe& 
in regard of humility. But ſuch is the caſe 
with regard to the pride of all human ſyſtems, 
modern as well as antient, Conſider fairly now, 
Sir, I pray you, whether any man of true inge- 
nuity, nay, whether any man of common ſenſe 
would be the patron of ſuch a ſyſtem, 


To exercife bad manners in a Chriſtian coun» 
try and to hold the truth in unrighteouſneſs, a mat= 
rer confeſſedly too prevalent in the preſent day, is 
certainly horridly impious, but to want true faith 
and conſequently humility, in a creature fo ſin- 
ful as man, is at leaſt as wicked, and, if poſſible, 
a monſter of a more frightful mein, of more un- 
natural aſpe&. Becauſe all men muſt be ſenſible | 
that they are ſinners, and that they have fallen 
ſhort of the glory of God and their own happr- 

| neſs; that they muſt therefore lye under con- 
demnation for ſuch diſobedience, a matter fore- 
| ſhewn 
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ſhewn by the teſtimony of their, own minds againſt 
them, without the grace of God obtained for 


them by the ſacrifice of propitiation in a divine 


Mediator. Divine, I ſay, certainly, becauſe of 


the infinite dignity and glory of God, that he 


might be juſt alſo, according to St. Paul, and 
the juſtifier of him that believeth in Jeſus, and 
in order utterly to abaſe and even annihilate, if 
poſſible, the pride of man. 


If you caally and fairly examine the matter, 
then, Sir, you will find that yourſelf, the Turks, 
and all deiſts in general are deceived under the 


very appearance of truth itſelf. If a Turk meets 


a Chriſtian, the firſt part of his ſalutatlon, by 
way of proper reprehenſion, as he thinks, is, God 
is one, a truth no doubt infallible ! A notable in- 
ſtance this of the craft and ſubtilty of the grand 
deceiver, a grand engine, I ſay, of the malice of 
infernal ſpirits, whereby, working unattended to. 
on man's pride and proneneſs to a diſobedient 
temper, they beguile unwary and unſtable ſouls, 
and lead them on ſecretly to their own deſtruction, 
I ſay, when joined with the pride of thinking af- 
ter our own way, and a difobedient temper of 
mind. For ſcripture is ſo far from affording men 
any room, much more from giving them any 
warrant for rejecting the perſon of the Son and 
Holy Spirit, that it is full and expreſs in places 
innumerable as to their union with the Father of 

ſpirits, 
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ſpirits, in one common nature divine, ſo full that 
no man even of moderate common capacity, and 
an humble, tractable and obedient ſpirit, free from 
prejudice, and an undue influence of the paſſions, 
ever will reject its teſtimony. Some men then 
may continue to pride themſelves in this notion 
of the abſolute unity of the Deity, according to 
their ideas of it, as a proof of a philoſophic ſpi- 
rit, if they pleaſe. But let me tell them that 
they are miſtaken. There are many who #19 
they are ſo, Who truly believe or underſtand tlie 
unity of che Deity, in its proper and due ſenſe, 

and in as full and complete a manner as any of 
theſe grand ſticklers for it can pretend to; and, 

what is more, in a ſenſe conſonant with ſcripture, 
which theirs is not. And as to thoſe who are not 
ſo capable of receiving it in the ſublime ſenſe” of 

the ſacred oracles, by depending on their truth, 
they have it in a manner fully ſuficient for them, 
and they are in a ſtate much better, and there- 
fore far more eligible than that of thoſe unruly Tpi- 
rits, who are led on to deny thoſe inſpired writings, 
and by degrees to reject their teſtimony, through 
the pride, corruption, and wilful frowardneſs of 
the human mind. Ur ach ai 


As to other objections of in men n sgh the 
Chriſtian ſyſtem, contradicted by the expreſs teſ- 
timony of © ſcripture," ſuch” as the impoſſibility 
as well: as injuſtice of vicarious puniſhmetit,” = 
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will apply well enough to weak mortals like them- 
ſelves, but will by no means affect a ſyſtem di- 
vine, wherein God is the agent, who alone is ca- 
pable of reſtoring his creatures to their proper 
ſtate when they have deviated from it, and where 
his ſon, united to the human nature for that very 
end, is the ſufferer. Mere man indeed, cannot 
poſſibly aſſiſt man by becoming a ſacrifice for 
him. In proof however of the heinouſneſs of ſin 
and the ſtrong teſtimony of a conſcience againſt 
it, it is well known that even human ſacrifices 
were adopted in times paſt by ſome heathen na- 
tions, and the fruit of the body given for the ſin 
of the ſoul. Which, though it be in its nature 
inhumanly and horridly impious, as well as fooliſh 
and totally void of ſenſe and reaſon, yet carries 
along with it a terrible proof of the ſharp pangs 
and agonizing feelings of the human heart, while 
men were ignorant of the means whereby they 
were to eſcape puniſhment, as well as a moſt con- 
vincing teſtimony of the truth of the Chriſtian 
religion, As to the objections drawn from the 
impaſſibility of the divine nature, I have already 
{hewn that they will not apply to it in its union 
with the n in the perſon of Chriſt. 


So much with regard to matters of Faith and 
| the neceſſity of the practice of the moral duties. 
As to Duty in general there is no one comes into 
n * = of what are called civil 
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duties upon him, as well as of moral. You'and 
I when we came into the world owed obedience 
to the powers under which we were born; us well 
as to our parents; which we were bound to pay 
as ſoon as the light of reaſon aroſe within us, and 
we had a proper knowledge of ſuch obligations. 
To ſay then that any man ever was born free from 
fach ties is idle and childiſh. In the firſt -ages 
civil and moral reſtraint both centered; under 
providence, in the fame perſon. © Under provi- 
dence I ſay, for no compact of men however 
formed, could make it lawful to take away life 
for any offence ſoever, but under this ſanction 
ſupreme. Therefore, the excellent Hooker, in 
the concluſion of his firſt book on laws, juſtly, as 
well as moſt ſublimely ſays, that “ of law there 
can be no leſs acknowledged than that her ſeat is 
in the boſom of God, her voice the harmony of 
the world: that all things in heaven and earth do 
her homage, the very leaſt as feeling her care, 
and the greateſt as not exempt from her power, 
both Angels and men and creatures of what CH- 
dition ſoever, though each in different ſort and 
manner, yet all with uniform conſent, admiring 

her as * mother'of their pram Gd MIC 4 
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Bot how widely Aiferetit from this mee 
and J act, if, in a chriſtian country, Where the ee- 
clefiaſtical and civil polity are united, and, as it 
INS erden together, we. without _ 


T x6 1) 
jandifor my part IL know not of any, that will 
Warrant reſiſtance, eſpecially among people who 
call themſelves chriſtians, if Wwe I ſay, ſhould 
without reaſon reſiſt and be diſobedient to either, 
and by conſequence rebel againſt him under 
| whoſe auſpices government in all its kinds is 
eſtabliſhed? Many pretended reaſons hav been 
given for ſuch reſiſtance, but, for my part I ſay, 
I know of none that will ſtand aay fair enquiry 


upon ſcriptural. grounds or any other, even 


though government ſhould be uaduly exerciſed, 
For, though it be ſo, obedience ought to be paid 
to all kinds of it for this plain reaſon, though. I 


could mention many others more forcible "awd | 


weighty, that even the worſt kind of government 
is far better than none at all. Many nations 
wherein anbitrary, power is eſtabliſhed, ſeem fully 


ſenſible of this great truth. Is; it not then a 


ſhame to chriſtians that Turks and Infidels yield 

truer ohedience in ſuch abſolute monarchies, than 
ome. of the former are willing to pay under a 
conſtitution the belt framed "nd: moſt | temperate 
Fs ITED 
ennimhs a 11010] 

You: have urged.. that y you. he been. ill uſed; 
fo have I, for writing againſt you, and perſons 
embracing the ſame ſentiments, and doing; that 
Ms my country in an emergent. criſis, which no 

one before me had done, though many for ſeveral 
Lean, eee Wot F or. thus doing my duty 


Lis | I think 


I 


1 
I think 1 have been, if 1 have not loſt my un- 
derſtanding, extremely ill uſed and traduced. 
And though my writings were eminently uſeful, in 
actually confuting and ſilencing for a time, and put - 
ting a ſtop to the attemprs of the parties ſo trouble- 
ſome and hurtful, as even to clog in ſome mea- 
ſure the wheels of government,“ yet I could not 
eſcape the ſevereſt cenſure. But are theſe to be 
reaſons with you or me for refiſting any lawful 
power in being? For my part I think it but 
fair to remonſtrate, but there let che matter for 
ever reſt, at leaſt on that quarter. For we are 
called by chriſtianity, if we wiſh to be true pro- 
feſſors of it, not only to forgive but to pray for 
all who uſe us ill, but, at the ſame time, we 
are not obliged to take chem into the number of 
or to rank them in the liſt of our friends. For 
my own part I moſt ſincerely wiſts they may re- 
| E Von HT : 30 JWOLYSE 15; 7: 

As I wrote againſt perſons of your ſentiments, I ſhall not tax you 
with telzing and arraigning me, becauſe I did not do it in a manner that 
pleaſed all men, Beſides, I dare ſay, you would not unwarrantably tax 
any one with being proud and, impious, becauſe he did not think, exactiy 
as Mr. Locke did on matters of reaſon and faith, or any other man un- 
inſpired in the world; or think it candid, generous, humane, or even 
decent to do ſo, To think after our own way, as he did and would do, 
is undoubtedly the parent of ſuperſtition, or enthuſiaſm, or infidelity, - 
or error in one deceitful ſhape or other. And; when this pride is 
joined with obſtinacy, it is the certain bane of al true knowledge. But 
this can never be the caſe with the man whoſe notions. are in perfect con- 
cord with ſcripture ; not fully quoted in particular” texts to ſerve a bye 
end; but according to the general ſenſe and contextbre of the whole 
Let any one of my ſentiments be proved heterodaxy and 1 82 
recall it. But it is undoubtedly more reaſonable and inſtructing to thi 
of this Divine Exiſtence according td the real ſenſe in ſeripture — 
than even to follow cloſely the totwoiaſtis one of Athatatigs, which bath 
vr San s tattolaſtig « | 
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turn to a better mind, for their own unſpeakable 


advantage. It is ſtrange to a truly 1 ingenuous mind 
to think, but notwithſtanding too true it is, that in 
the world there are many men of little minds who 
are capable of envy, a paſſion too baſe for any 
may _ or r mind t to entertain 
AR 

e 1 ay, is the vice of little cg hence 
the known adage Qui invidet minor eſt. It is a 
mean and moſt vicious paſſion whoſe baneful in- 
fluence and dire effects are malicious: which cuts 
off all who are guilty of it from any even the ſmalleſt 
pretenſions, the leaſt claim whatever either to 
true knowledge or virtue. Hence that of Solo- 
mon; But I will not go with conſuming envy, 
rc for ſuch a man ſhalt have no fellowſhip with 
«& vviſdom. It is an hateful ſin which the wicked 
Jews committed in the laſt inſtance againſt the 
Bleſſed Saviour of the world, when they deliver- 
ed up his moſt ſacred perſon into the hands of 
Filate, it, being recorded i in 0s wor terms, that 
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I W men Std 88 and 3 to 
villify the Bleſſed Saviour of the world, what are 
not ſuch defectwe beings as you and I. to ex- 
pe& at the hands of our fellow- creatures? For 
my own part, I profeſs before the judge of hearts 
72 had not the leaſt mercenary motive for what 

I. did, that I know of, But 1 make ſmall ac- 

þ 5 count 
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count of man's judgment, and I know like wiſe 
that every one who would do his duty as he 
ougght, muſt take up the croſs and follow the 
_ footſteps of his divine maſter. I will not pre- 
tend however to ſpeak much of my good deeds; 
which I know are by no means ſuperabundant in 

any. I believe, however, that 1 may fairly ſay 
my faith is as it ſhould be, and there: is in that, 
what I apprehend there is in nothing elſe, a Prin- 
clple: of 'y virtue that is np e 1 
z 20h 8 ra 3 

f What makes ch#lavarcer more” ixeraobdinary is 
that an ingenious” gentleman whom-Þ:greatly.re= 
ſpect was complimented by a great man for de- 
hvering a diſcourſe, the baſis of which was taken 
from my writings.” Can you tell me che reaſon of 


this? Why the bulk of mankind cannot look 


upon men but according to the rank they hold 
im life and the ſtation they fill. One would not 
chuſe however to go into the other world haunted 
by ideas of worldly grandeur; which can never 


there be fatisfied.” The form of this world, if 


properly uſed, is well enough! But every great 


mind, like that extraordinary Perſonage the pre- 
ſent Emperor of Germany, will endeavour to 


wean himſelf gradually from it; as knowing that 
its faſhion paſſeth away, and that uo man's exter- 
nal ſtate can follow him into that endleſs duration 
of being, in which he will ſoon be finally fixed: 
nothing being of any account there but 1 improves 
2004 1 We SO TORN _ 
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ment of the talents given, even full exerciſe of the 


en bent in a ee and virtue. 


If out Wo any who are ente chat no- 
ching inſtructive ſhall proceed but from their own 
quarter, they would do well to . conſider that it 


has been the conſtant and uniform belief of wiſe 


and good men, that its Great Author governs 
this world and all things in it, even in the mi- 
nuteſt circumſtances and incidents. If this opi- 
nion then is admitted, have we not abundant rea- 
ſon to adore the infinite wiſdom of his ways in 
affording knowledge to, and to admire the wonder- 
ful methods of his providence in the ſecret, gra- 
dual, and imperceptible manner wherein he in- 
ſtills it into ſome minds, as well as to revere the 
judgment of his ſecret counſels whereby, he alſo 
denies it to others, ſuiting withal his diſpenſations 
always to the preſent exigency? And is it not as 
reaſonable to conclude, that, wheneyer he thus 
diſpenſeth his gifts, he intends it ſhould. raiſe a 
proper and laudable emulation and deſire. of ex- 
celling in them, whether, they be of knowledge | 
or virtue, not tainted however with invidious j jea- 
louſy even in the leaſt degree, becauſe no ſuch 


circumſtances as I have already proved, can poſ- 


libly conſiſt with the temper. of a great, extraor- 
dinary, and truly generous mind ?*® 


„ Even Addifon himſelf, notwithſtanding al his Bod 1 learning, 
and happy temperature of mind, was led-away by the;fury, and;taimes = 


„ 


I hope 


1 

I hope there is no one who will pretend to re- 
ſtrain the influence of the Divine Being upon 
human minds, and to ſay unto him, hitherto ſhalt 
thou go and no further. As to human beings, 
every one muſt be ſenſible that the neceſſary and 
loud cry of the times calls upon all to do the ut 
moſt they can to prevent the progreſs of deiſm 
and infidelity, as well as of prophaneneſs, immo- 
rality, diſſipation, and a thoughtleſs diſregard of 
the public welfare, matters which the generality of 
mankind are but too apt to paſs over with flight 
regard, and not to conſider the ſerious and alarm- 
ing nature and conſequence of ! This neceſſary 
call ought to be one great rule of men's conduct: 
the other to follow the example of the Bleſſed 
Saviour of the world, when his diſciples, and 
among them the beloved John, were jealous that 
another even caſt out devils in his tame; and told 
him that they forbid him becauſe he did not fol- 
low them. Forbid him not” ſaid he: „ for 
« there is no man which ſhall do a miracle in 
<<. my name that can lightly ſpeak- evil of me. 
For he that is not againſt us is on our eee 
e er — — 1 A 


1 4 great hay due divine + Infpienrion, | 
hath declared that God was manifeſt in the fleſh, 
nay: if our Saviour himſelf rebuked one of his 
diſciples for not knowing him, and even aſſerted 
in expreſs terms, that he who had ſeen him had 


122 | 
ſeen. the Father, were not theſe things written for 
our information and inſtruction, upon whom the 
ends of the world are come, in which all were to 
know God from the leaſt to the greateſt? What 
then, I pray you, is to be made of the abſurd |, 6 
tenets of ſome men who deny the divinity: of the 
ſecond perſon; and pretend, at this time uf dah, . 
to teach Chriſtians a new faith; or of the ſtrange 
conduct of others, who, after a.revelation; made 
on purpoſe in the old teſtament to ſhew-that-God 
is Being itſelf, and a peculiar writer of moſt re- 
markable qualifications natural, and under the 
direction of an extraordinary inſpiration, ſet apart 
profeſſedly to treat of in the ne, and as ſub- 
limely to declare the ſpiritual nature of the Son; 
and an abſolute declaration that an holy ſpirit 
proceeds from them, that a ſpirit filling all ſpace 
and pervading all things proceedeth from the 
central glorious preſence of Majeſty Divine, 
ineffable, of Being itſelf; nay the ſame cheard de- 
ſcending with.a ſound from heaven, and the em- 
blem of the divine preſence of this moſt Holy 
Being, full of power, knowledge, and love un- 
utterable, ſeen viſibly reſting on the heads of the 
apoſtles and others on the day of Pentecoſt, and 
yet after all are for lapping; up what is thus to be 
known of the Divine Being in impenetrable myſ- 
tery, contrary to the deſign of the goſpel in re- 
vealing it, even while they are peſtered and buf- 
net on all ſides n men e deny the truth con- 


cerning 


— 


f 
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cerning it? The ſecret things belong indeed unto 
the Lord our God, but thoſe which he hath re- 


vealed, unto us, and unto our children for ever. 
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In ſhort he that knows 10 ming of minis. 
Has: any knowledge I ſay, or any modeſty or feel- 
ing left, muſt know that men are great ſinners; 


that their maker could not place their common 


1 in ſuch a ſtate, nor be pleaſed with them 
that he who is above all thought and con- 


| Soph great would not inſtitute any ſyſtem to re- 


lieve them from this dreadful emergency under 
the auſpices of any mere mortal, in nature whot- 
ly-exiſtent and made as they are. This his infi- 
nite dignity will not permit. Nay, fo contra- 


dictory is it to the whole tenour and commands 


of ſcripture, that they are even pronounced curfed 
who take man for their help, and in their hearts 
depart from the Lord. From whence it follows 


infallibly, that they who can think fo meanly of 


their Lord and Maſter, have done what they could 


to degrade him from his high dignity, and to 


debaſe their own minds, by conceptions of him, 


which never will agree with reaſon or the ſacred 
pages. For, if che apoſtles were commanded b. 


their maſter to go and baptize all nations in tlie 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghoſt,” whitle this ſingle paſſage of 
ſoripture remains to ſtare infidels in the face, and 
pu conſcience remains in man, they will never 
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be able to. reconcile a r tenets to 
either. Lat 5 0 A* x" o& -þ 
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"Muſt it not * a reaſonable n man a ſhare, nay 
even ſtart; with: terror, to ſee the arch heretic 
Socinus and, others of his ſtamp, at this time of 
day, compared to and claſſed with ſuch venera- 
ble names as thoſe of Luther and other fathers of 
the Reformation? I will not pretend to ſay what 
may not happen in future ages, becauſe I believe 
ſuch opinions will at length prevail, and meet 
with almoſt general approbation, But this I will 
ſay, that, when the writings of Socinus ſhall be 
univerſally eſteemed, and his notions become ge- 
neral, the end of all things will be at hand, 
For then will | be verified the ſaying of our Lord, 
that, when he ſhall come the ſecond time to judg- 
ment. be ſhall hardly anch fach _— earth, 


"When ou Jock at the great, ——_— 3 
the ſun, the ſoul, as it were, under its great au- 
thor of the material world, and from the light 
and heat of which nothing is ſaid to be hid, did 
you ever, Sir, doubt, that the light darting out 
and ifſuing from. it was a diſtinct body from, 
| though preciſely of the ſame individual nature 
and in intimate. communication with, the great 

one from which it proceeds, and concerned in the 
| ſame powerful, extraordinary, and beneficial pur- 
poſes of bene A. bing the whole viſible 


creation, 


1E 
creation, in rendering this earth fruitful, and in- 
vigorating and ſupporting all things animate and 
inanimate, according to the eternal deſign inſti- 
tuted in the wiſe counſels, and ordained by the 
benevolent will of the Great Creator, of whoſe 
eternal being, truth, and infinite power, by its 
ſpherical form, and embodied light proceeding 
from it, it is the material emblem?“ If you then 
are ſenſible of theſe things, how dare you, Sir, to 
doubt that revelation of his being and nature, which 
he hath vouchſafed to afford mankind in holy writ, 
to pretend to underſtand it better than he him 
ſelf, and to deny that to him which is to be 
obſerved even in his works, as faintly repreſenta- 
tive of the immenſe perfection of his being? The 
ancient Perſians; were ſo affected with the ſight of 
this grand object in nature, that they worſhip» 
ped this emblem and creature inſtead of the ſpi- 
ritual real being of the deity. They indeed were 
idolators. But how comes it that you who are 
eſteemed a divine and great philoſopher, who are, 
or ought to be, better inſtructed, as not having 
been bred up under the prejudices of that ido-— 
latrous nation, though you ſeem to be endea- 
vouring like them, to reduce every thing you 
you can to matter as far as you are able, how 
comes it, I ſay, chat you, who have been bred 
up in a Chriſtian ountry, and have 8 natural 
ice 1 Hes 1. 
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qualifications, are not able to obtain true ſpiritual 


belief and knowledge, by the due conſideration 
of this immenſe object, held forth on eg wen _e 
In ventraplationcf all r 8 
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{The truth is chien men's N in general: are 
too much bent down towards the groſs earth they 
tread on, or are ſo fully engaged in the purſuit of 
irs enticing and deluſive objects, of profit, plea- 
ſure or amuſement, that they never even think as 
they ought. If this were not the caſe, or if the 
falſe views of a vain ambition, or the wrong bias 
of prejudice or a refractory ſpirit did not miſ- 
lead them, and turn them aſide from their due 
courſe, it had been impoſſible, at this time of 


day, that there could have been diſputes upon this 


ſubject. Some have been known ambitious to 
ſupport à name, even in contradiction of all ex- 
cellence of knowledge, to all virtuous prineiples 
and actions, though it muſt for ever ſtand an ob- 


ject of abhorrence and a monument of infamy. 


Others, I ſay, ſcarce ever lift up their eyes to- 
wards heaven, not from an exceſs of humility, 
but a nature groveling upon earth almoſt like the 
beaſts that periſh, in purſuit of the pomp; riches; 
pleaſures and idle amuſements of this tranſitory 
ſtate. But what alas! is a momentary life, even 


though our pride and other Paſſions were gratified 


to the full in every part of it, and it were Bae” 


\y One: in the manner we might wi! 
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Whatever however be its cauſe, whether pride, 
3 diſobedience of temper, attachment 
to the world, or any other circumſtance; to deny 
the abſolute, proper perſonal being of the eſſen- 
tial ideal or archetypal wiſdom of the divine nature 
begotten by the Father of Spirits from all eter- 
nity, to ſay that he who is called, nay who calls 
himſelf, Alpha and Omega, the firſt and the laſt, 
from whoſe look of dignity divine, incompre- 
henſible, the very heavens and earth are ſaid to 
flee away, andi to be even annihilated in his pre- 
ſence, who being in union eternal with the Father, 
by his on proper power, when on earth united 
| to the human nature, called the dead out of their 
graves, who is ſaid to know tlie hearts of all men, 
to govern the world at preſent, and to be the final 
judge of it,“ to ſay that he is a mere creature;is; 
as the prophet Jeremy expreſſeth it, to become 


brutiſh in knowledge, to deny again that a ſpi- 


ritual emanation full of power, knowledge and 
love proceeds from the infinitely perfect, central, 


glorious ſpiritual being the Father and from the 


Son, through the whole infinity of ſpace, diſtinct and 
perſonal, though in intimate communion union 
and fellowſhip with him, ho hath fixet] and re- 
ſideth in 1 his eternal mee 3 


* Do theſe attributes, Sir, —— to a creature ? * is ealed. 2 
b půw ů·˙·ẽtj⁰i¹s the 
great archetype of all things, and "by whom | whatever 
and earth is declared to be made and 2 
ant edema aka his union with the human nature, 
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in ineffable radiance divine, with his only begot- 
ten Son in this his glory at his right hand, to 
deny, I ſay, this true being of God revealed in 
ſcripture, in regard of which all other notions are 
declared by the great and beloved diſciple full of 
inſpiration, to be even idolatry itſelf, to deny the 
true exiſtence of this Being of Beings, whom all 
things in heaven and in earth in their proper orbs 


and - motions, whom all creatures that live and 


move, whom muſical ſounds and compoſitions, 
&c., continually celebrate even in the preſent 
ſtate, while the voice of all nature joins therein, 
is blaſphemy ſo unnatural, horrid and inexpreſſi- 
ble, that ſuperior beings in happineſs even weep 
at, and one would almoſt be led to think that God, 
the impartial judge of men, who looks on all 
with an equal eye, for the wife reaſons of his pro- 
vidence had denied to ſuch men even the uſe of 
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When you ſee your country, Sir, ſurrounded 


by, and even internally afflicted with numerous 


evils, when the ſword and peſtilence are devour- 
ing at large, an invaſion of theſe kingdoms me- 
ditated; hurricanes, tempeſts, and inundations 


ſwallowing up whole towns, deſtroying; your fel- 


low creatures by thouſands, and ſpreading de- 
ſtruction and deſolation far and 'wide---lighten- 
ing in your own country running along like that 
in Egypt, on the ground - tempeſtuous hail- 

| ſtorms 
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ſtorms mixed with pieces of ice, cutting aſunder 
as with a knife, and deſtroying vegetable produc- 
tions, and attended with dreadful lightning and 
thunder almoſt inceſſantly, for a. great part of 
three days, as Was the caſe this year in Hereford- 
ſhire---whole fields of corn blaſted and mildewed 
and even famine in ſuch a climate as this threat 

ened, does it not once occur to your mind, that 
there muſt be a cauſe why Providence inflicts 
ſuch ſore calamities on mankind? Perhaps you 
will tell me the manners of men are bad and 
wicked, and J agree fully with you that they are 
ſo in a very great degree. But this; Sir, is not 
all. When I ſee men of your ſentiments i in re- 
ligion, perverting, as far as they are able, the 
truth of the faith, and ſuch a man as Dr. Mn 
uſing methods which, if followed, would corrupt 
the morals, and pervert and deſtroy the happineſs 
of his fellow creatures, by introducing the anti- 
ent Polygamy, the ſhame and diſgrace of former 
times, and of which common ſenſe, even in theſe 


corrupt days, is-aſhamed, I have then, or think 


I have, fully before me as far as it reaches, but 
certainly not farther*, that abomination of deſo- 
lation deſcribed. by the prophet. Jeremy, where 
the prophet and prieſt were prophane. And if to 
this be added the prophaneneſs among the vul- 


2 As it was ever far from my intention to tax any one of true know 
tedge and in whom ſound: principles in religion and 
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gar; and the luxury, extravagance; and corrup- 
tion among people of middle and higher ranks; 
the baſe arts made uſe of to deceive, defraud, 
and even ruin their'neighbours, to ſay nothingof re- 
bellion, diſagreement, party feuds, &c. it requires 
no peculiar ſagacity to know, no extraordinary 
quickneſs of ſight to — chat ne are — 
right ee of — N * 25 
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a If we then are ther ichen 4 have not 300 


ly grieved, have not called to mind and been 
ſenſible of the cauſe, nor been properly humbled | 
under the high hand which afflicts us---if we are 
thus'confumed, and yet have refuſed to receive 
correction, does it not argue a littleneſs of mind, 
2 poor neſs of conception, and great folly in our 
conduct? that we have by no means known the 
way of the Lord, nor We Jodgetmierit of our God? ? 
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. As to De: 1 the generality of ak ind 
have too much regard for their peace and welfare 


to be entrapped in his ſnares. And therefore his 


attempts, did not the ſerious air of the times di- 


rect othietwiſe, were rather matter of ridicule; 


than what deſerves any ſerious anſwer ; for almoſt 
every page of the new teſtament is a direct confu- 
tation of his monſtrous notions. I fay mon- 
ſtrous. For, after what has paſſed before in re- 
gerd-of- matters of faith, his production, in re- 


ſpect, of its direct tendenry to corrupt morals 
9 | alſo, 


( 3t 


. alſo, may be properly termed a kind of finiſhing 


ſtroke, and be juſtly en pon as how ere 
7 ” the ge! HT | 


- ils wah i to incroddide,” to the notice and ä 


ebſerrationef the admirers of ſuch extraordinary 
phœnomena, the following paſſage fromSt. Paul to 
the | Epheſians, ch. iv. *I therfore the priſoner 
of the Lord beſeech you that ye walk worthy of 
the vocation wherewith , ye are called, that ye 
benceforth be no more children carried bout by 
every wind of doctrine, by the fleight of men and 
cunning craftineſs whereby they lye in wait to 
deceive; but ſpeaking the truth in love may 
grow up unto him in all things which is the 
head, even Chriſt.” Can any man poſlibly:ſup- 
poſe that he who is here moſt ſublimely called 
the head, and who is in the next verſe alſo ſtiled 
Lord, is a mere man? Again, « This I ſap 
therefore, and teſtify in the Lord, that ye hence- 
forth walk not as other Gentiles walk, in the va- 
nity. of their minds, having their underſtanding 
darkened, being alienated from the life of God 
through the ignorance that is in them, becauſe of 
the blindneſs of their heart: who being paſt feeling 
have given themſelves over to work all uncleanneſs 
with greedineſs.” But ye have not fo learned Chriſt; 
if ſo be chat ye have heard him, and have been 
taught by him as the truth is in Jeſus : that ye 


put off concerning the former converſation the 
WE”, old 
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old man, which is corrupt according to the de- 
ceitful luſts ; and be renewed in the ſpirit of your 


mind ; and that ye put on the new man which 


after God is created in righteouſneſs and true ho- 
lineſs. Will Dr. M---n now have the face to 


| fay, that the polygamy of Turks and Infidels is 


agreeable. to the righteouſneſs and true holineſs of 


God preſcribed by St. Paul as a rule 1 nen 


to the Epheſing church? 


The Polygamy. of 3 times God winked at, 


but, when Dr. M---n underſtands his Bible ſome- 


what better, he will find, that he never gave aſanc- 
tion to it by expreſs command. There is a poſi- 
tive one to the contrary in Leviticus the xixth, 

ver. 19th, and that no Jew ſhould take a wife to 
her ſiſter, or another wife to vex her, to uncover 
her nakedneſs beſides the other in her life time.“ 
And, when to this is added the purity of the 
Prieſts. marriages commanded in the ſame book 
Chap; xxi, ver. 13th, and that they ſhould always 


take a wife in her virginity,” it is fully evident, 


that Polygamy was introduced among the Jews 
like many other wicked practices, by following 
the corrupt notions and example of the heathen na- 
tions around, them, and that, according to the 
expreſſion of the ſaviour of the world in regard 
of divorce, ſrom the beginning it was not ſo. 


| Beſides: God upon the promulgation of the goſ- 


pel called men every where to repent, feeing, . as; 
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St. Paul hath it, he hath appointed a day 
which he will judge the world in righteouſneſs. 


So much for Dr. M---n's fine ſcheme, a matter 


not able to make a fair entry into. the world, to 


| exhibit! a decent appearance in times wherein 


adultery and all manner of uncleanneſs are even 
become faſhionable, but in a peculiar manner ab- 
horrent from the chriſtian Syſtem, and therefore 
at all times and at all ſeaſons, as in this groſs in- 


ſtance, utterly ſcandalous to the whole chriſtian | 


world. 


As to your notion of the corporeal origin of 
Ideas, I cannot find that there is any thing to 


ſupport it, but our experience of the faculties of 


the mind being affected, nay Ideas ſometimes 


wholly loſt when the body greatly ſuffers: as the 


latter is alſo affected in its turn, when the mint 
is agitated and ill at eaſe. Not truſting however 
this notion too far, you would do well to con- 
ſider the Idea which the quick and piercing 
mind of Des Cartes had when he confidered that 
he thought, and with which he begins his Philo- 
ſophy. You ſee he would not truſt matter, but 
when he perceived he thought, he ſays, he knew 


he exiſted. Now though he might as well have 


taken the matter upon Faith at firſt; which ſooh- 
er or later all Men muſt come to, who cver in- 
tend to have knowledge in this world, more ef 


aan of the higheſt kind, yet it muſt be con- 
C 


feſſed, 
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feſſed, that there is ſomething very remarkable 
and ſublime in his notion, and worthy of a Philo- 
ſopher. Suppoſe now that we could even ima- 
gine that the ſoul had no exiſtence original with 
the body, which however will by no means agree 
with the experience we have of the likeneſs of 
qualifications and tempers hereditary in families, 
as well as of bodily ſimilitude, yet we ſhall have 
gained little ground when we come withal to 
conſider, that when even through the medium of 
the body, if you will have it ſo, thought has ta- 


ken place, there mult be a kind of ſpiritual exiſt- 


ence then begun, which does and will go on, if 
properly managed, - in improvement in know- 
ledge and virtue towards perfection. To believe 
however that the foul thus begins to exiſt from 
and wholly dependant on the action of the body 
is a notion too unphiloſophical to hold; it muſt 
have had a prior exiſtence when the body firſt 
began to come 'into being. We are ſaid you 
know to be made in the image of God himſelf, 


wWhoſe being certainly is ſpiritual. Beſides doth 


not the Saviour of the world ſay fear not them 
that kill the body but are not able to kill the 
foul; but fear him that is able to deſtroy both 
body and ſoul in hell. Now here is an evident 
diſtinction made between ſoul and body, the 
force of which is obvious: And, which is moſt 
likely to underſtand perfectly their ſeparate and 


proper nature and powers, the Son of God or 


— —ä—ä4—ä — 
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you, I pray you judge. Can it be fairly ſup- 
poſed that a fine ſpun philoſophy will be able to 
ſtand its ground in the face of ſuch weighty ob- 
jections? By no means. Have a care then, Sir, 
that you do not totally ſpoil your mind through 
vain philoſophy and the pretended learning of 
this world, as thoſe of thouſands and millions 
have been before you.“ Providence hath allot- 

| ted 


Were I to ſhew all Mr. Locke's errors, the matter would take up a 
great part of the compaſs of his own large volumes. The great Stilling- 
fleet and the eminent Chriſtian philoſopher Norris, were aware that 
there were ſome in his doctrine of ideas: but he was too quick for the 
the former ; and, to the notions of the latter, he did not pay due regard. 
He had perhaps as piercing a mind as moſt men have ever been endued 
with. But he, like you, Sir, was too fond of being the creator of ſyſ- 
tems. Beſides, for a man to think as he did, that men, barely by 
the uſe of their natural faculties, may attain to all the knowledge they 
have, without the help of any innate impreſſions, ſuch are his very 
words with more to the ſame purpoſe, is an opinion ſo fraught with 
pride, that the man who entertained it could never have humility enough 
to follow truth, and be a good philofopher. His denial of all. innate 
principles ſpeculative or practical, and what he advances in chap, iii. of 
book iv. vol. i. of the poſſibility of thought ariſing from or in matter or- 
ganized, have afforded you ample room indeed to ere& your material 
ſyſtem, and to refine upon him, if your attempt is fairly entitled to the 
uſe of that term. His notions, I ſay reſt upon a kind of material foun- 
dation like yours, though at firſt fight not ſo fully evident and perceptible, 
but, by no means, I think, upon ſolid and perfe&t ground. The ſoul is 
ro be dependant on the body, not only for n but for all the ideas 
which firſt enter into the mind. 


Nothing can be predicated of a thing which is contrary to our know- 
ledge and experience in the thing itſelf, A child is known to have the 
idea of ſucking ſoon after it is born. Now call this inſtinct or what you 
will, it is an idea, and that idea is innate. It is given by the Great Au- 


thor of human being, for the ſafety and preſervation of the individual. 


The action is undoubtedly attended with a perception and a knowledge 
of it, nor can you ſeparate from it the thought of doing it, no more than 
you can defire and volition or tendency of the will, all qualifications and 
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ted you many excellent giſts, but it is poſſible a 
wrong turn may make them uſeleſs, bring a dark 


cloud 


properties or actions of . ſpiritual, 2 in or proceeding from 
the ſoul, and through its union with the body empowering the latter to 
act, as well as directing its motion towards good offered. The ſame 
thing is exemplified in creatures not rational, who are conſcious of 
their powers, haye that of ſelf-determination, and fill their rank of being 
properly, according to their ſeveral natures diſtinct in the order of being 
appointed in the wiſe counſel, and ordained by the benevolent-will of the 
creator, and known to philoſophers under the name of Inſtinct, and the 
Anima Brutsrum, Even brutes then have innate ideas and knowledge, 
though more ideas are not afforded them than ſuch as are requiſite to their 
ſtate, which requires neither the power of reaſoning on them. 


But to come now to ideas characteriſtic of human nature. What is 


native modeſty but an intuitive truth or perception of the ſoul? a prin- 


ciple intellectual and practical, a notion and virtue not acquired and 
learnt, but innate or given; not improved according to the natural ten- 
dency of Mr. Locke's ſyſtem of ideas, but which by degrees wears off, 
though it is difficult, without great corruptlon of the mind indeed, to 
wholly part with. Befides the ſoul and its ideas and defires are tranſ- 
mitted now under a ſtate of imperfe&ion original. We are therefore ſaid 
to be born im fin and the children of wrath. It is renewed by that 
heavenly inſtitution appointed to reſtore it, and brought back in ſome 
degree to its primitive ſtate, by the good ideas imparted a 7 _ ſpirit of 
God, and his moſt holy influence upon the mind. 


The idea we have of truth, our love of it and original bclief that every 


| one ſpeaks it, ſeem to me to be other native principles or impreſizons, and 


conſequently are very difficult to e worn out. 


Having proved, I think ſufficiently, that there are ideas innate, it will 
be the leſs mcurabent on me to prove the exiſtence of the ſoul. The 
reaſon however why we cannot get any true idea- of ſubſtance, and why 
it is, as Mr. Locke ſays, I know not what, and I know not where, pro- 
bably is, becauſe our ſouls are immaterial.” And it is called in as a ſub- 
ſtratum to ſupport accidents, as philoſophers term them, becauſe moſt 
men have no idea' of their proper exiſtence" in ideal truth rde is not 
n.. 15 


* 


In voluntary motion the powers of the body are dependant on the ſoul 


for their exertion, It is an act of the underſtanding and will joined 
ruling thoſe powers in a limited degree. Vidon 1 too is an active power 


of 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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cloud of ignorance upon your mind, and what is 

ſtill worſe, even perhaps endanger your future quiet 

and repoſe. | 
| What 


of the mind, called forth probably by the impreſſion of external objects, 
but no mere paſſive nor internal perception of pictures painted on the 


_ retina and thence carried to the ſenforium, as hath hitherto been weakly 


imagined, but of objects ſeen abroad in their proper place and ſituation, 
Otherwiſe we ſhould ſee all things double, as we do ſometimes when an 
object intervenes, or we are deeply. immerſed in thought, in viewing ob- 
jects of the mind. | 


From ſimple beginnings the faculties of the underſtanding and will go 
on more and more to act, and the reaſoning one in man gradually to 
unfold and exert its powers. More ideas are imparted and more gotten. 
And, no douht, theſe powers receive help, are put forward and increaſed 
by the ſenſation of the ſoul through the medium of the body, to which 
it is united, and in which it acts, and by reflecting upon them. But ſtill 
the food which properly nouriſhes the mind, in whatever way or in what 
degree ſoever it imparted, as the mind is originally made able, has op- 
portunity, or is willing to receive it, is adminiſtered by truth eternally 
exiſtent in the Divine mind. This the reaſoning faculty cannot give he- 
ing to, by it it is enlightened ; by that being alone in whom are hid all 
the treaſures of wiſdom and knowledge, the infinite fulneſs of whoſe be- 
ing containeth all true ideas, and in whom is no variableneſs or ſhadow 
of turning, Reaſon is Truth. What an unaccountable vanity then was 
it for a man to think that he was capable of having or forming all the 
true ideas he had by the the mere force of his own powers, and thoſe too 
in a ſtate degenerate? For if the ſoul of an infant be indebted to its 
maker for the knowledge implanted in it for the preſervation of its being, 
how much more that of man for the fublime Nn Wande, nay 
often and generally imparted to it ? | 


Thus manifeſtly and efſentially different from Mr. Locke's notions are 
my ſentiments on theſe ſubjects, with the warrant of ſcripture on their 
ſide, delivered in numberleſs places, in the moſt expreſs terms. He 
made no better of his ſubject, when he determined in his on mind that 
all language was arbitrary. It is hardly poſſible to conceive how a man 
of ſo acute an underſtanding, and a Chriſtian too, and conſequently 
fully acquainted with the hiſtory of the confuſion. of Babel and of the 
miraculous gift of tongues, could imagine, notwithitanding the opinion 
of the learned in general was on that fide, that words were mere arbi- 
trary ſounds, without any meaning W with ideas, or true ſig- 

nification ; 


> 
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What will be the ſtate of the ſoul however af- 
ter death, ſeeing it is a being wholly dependant 
on 


nification : an idea as diſtant from truth as pofſible ; and which I ſhall 
not heſitate to declare to be as groſs and ſtupid an one, as almoſt ever 
corrupted the mind of man, It had been reaſonable at leaſt to have al- 
lowed meaning to the radical words in the ancient languages, ſeeing ſome 
words are capable of ſo many ſenſes, and of ſo great extent of derivation 
from them, whatever had become or been predicated of their corrup- 
tions with one another. But even theſe, at leaſt moſt of them, have a 
meaning, and a great one too, ariſing from the innate power of language 
original. It is granted there are arbitrary terms impoſed on things by 
men, but even theſe are not always void of meaning. 

Is it not pretty kind of nonſenſe to ſay he writes in fine language, his 
- words are well choſen, and yet at the ſame time deny that there is any 
meaning in them ? But thus it is with men, when falſly truſting to the 
guidance of the human underſtanding in its preſent corrupt ſtate, and to 
that only, they tread the dark mazes and inextricable labyrinths of er- 
ror : they are bewildered and loſt. I hus it is when, by its ſhort line, 
they pretend to fathom the infinite depths of knowledge; when they 
wade beyond their depth in ſearch of falſe philoſophy, and pretended 
ſcience. They are like paſſengers in ſhips turned adrift upon a broad and 
rough ſea, without rudder to guide, ballaſt to keep ſteady, or compaſs to 
ſteer by, without the influence of one friendly ſtar to help them and 
point out their courſe, benighted and immerſed in darkneſs, deſtitute and 
Graſs | 


That language has an abſolute * as repreſentative of the ideas of 
the Soul is a great point of learning, which ought to have been long ſince 
ſettled, beyond a poſſibility of Doubt. But then men muſt open their ſouls 
a little more before this or any other will : or they will be able to entertain 
knowledge ſublime, or get learning properly ſo called. 


It was a favourite notion of Dr. Reid and ſome other ſcotch writers, be- 
fore Dr.Beattie appeared, that the truth in ſcienee was about to come out, 
having great expectations from his writings. Now they are told that faith 
is neceſſary to obtain it, and belief in truth eſſential, the information does 
not pleaſe, becauſe it comes from a wrong quarter. This however is the 
only way to give ſtability to ſcience. And it is the duty of men to take 
theſe friendly hints and to improve upon ſuch knowledge. For it never 
did, nor e ever will come, but from thoſe few Favs rare minds of 

good 
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on Divine Providence for its exiſtence, myſelf 
nor any man can determine. But, as the body is 
its proper center in which it at preſent acts, it is 
plain enough that it will be in its moſt perfect 
ſtate of being, when it is re- united to it in the 
reſurrection. Now what does it ſignify to me 


what its ſeparate ſtate may be, if it is a certain 


truth that there will be ſuch reſurrection? I ſay a 
certain truth ; for it is equally as certain as that 
you and I exiſt, Lay the foundation then, Sir, of 
faith truly ſo called, without which there can be 
no ſuperſtructure ; then add to this faith virtue; 
to virtue then even knowledge itſelf ; after which 


good or rather great natural abilities, in which ſimplicity of P—_ ori- 
ginal hath been preſerved. But more of this hereafter. 


Some are ſo full of a groſs mixture, are fo oppreſſed with an dai of 
confuſed, indeterminate, and indigeſted ideas, which they know not how 
to make uſe of, and which are at perpetual war with each other, that their 
minds truly reſemble the Poets ancient chaos, and are one grand ſcene of 
confuſion. Hence they write they know not what, and contradict them- 
ſelves. And yet they are ſo ſelf ſufficient withal, with this heap of traſh 
in them, without any true ground for it, that one ſhould almoſt imagine, 
by their vain attempts that they thought that truth had no eſſential and 
permanent being, or that they could give that being to it. This is pride 
and impiety, if I know any thing of it ; not the true and deep contempla- 
tion of things revealed, for the ſake of the underſtanding, and for the rai- 
ſing and heightening of true devotion in the mind, attended with the 
deep ſenſe and acknowledgment, that we are indebted for all our know- 
ledge and reaſon to the univerſal light of the minds of all men, and true 
inſtruQer of our ſouls. - See St. John's Goſpel Chap. i, ver. 9 and xviil 
37, 3$ --- 1 ſhould not write ſo ſharply upon this ſubject, had not former 
attempts been made, and were there not the ſtricteſt reaſon for it, both 
on account of men's ignorance and unfavourable prepoſſeſſion of mind, 
as well as of that tyranny and frowardneſs of will ſo obſervable, and 
ſeemingly withal ſo determined, as not to admit an alteration in ſenti- 
e eee | & 
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the truly heroic, meek, and heavenly graces and 
virtues of the Chriſtian mind will follow one 
another in due courſe. But for a man to think 
that he has charity,” while he 1s pretending with- 
out knowledge to direct his neighbour into a ſafe 
path, and, inſtead of doing ſo, ſhews him into 
one which leads to a precipice, from whence he 
may fall into a dreadful abyſs of miſery eternal, is 


at leaſt a great weakneſs, if not more highly cri- 


migal and a groſs CT e of in 


The point now is wither ir 5 a man's hk to 
endeavour to undeceive you and others; to uſe 
efforts; or whether it is better to ſit down tame 
and contented without them. If not, and the 
ſubjedts herein diſcuſſed cannot properly be treat- 
ed in a more indifferent and to many perhaps more 
pleaſing manner, with any proſpect of ſucceſs in 
convincing men of the preſent days of the hor- 
rid nature of blaſphemy, and rouzing them from 
that dangerous ſtate and fatal kind of lethargy, 
with. which their underſtandings are ſtupified and 
rendered inactive, and in which their minds are op- 
preſſed and ſunk, in akind of inert and dead languor, 
I hope that due allowance will be made, if what is 
contained herein is found to be perfectly agreeable 
to what is in ſcripture revealed; coinciding with 
the ſentiments of the moſt ſublime geniuſes, the 
moſtYational and truly philoſophic divines, and 


in union and harmony with the devotion of thoſe, 
«4 | exalted 
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exalted minds, of thoſe pure and rare ſpirits, 
which, in that ordinary courſe of things diſtri- 
buted, have heretofore appeared. To anſwer the 
end propoſed ſound and alſo ſublime arguments 
muſt be thought of; and that theſe may be urged 
with ſuch due efficacy and full effect, ſtrong ex- 
preſſions alſo muſt be uſed. Let this therefore be 
the e apology for both t o you and all men.“ 


Tam 


* Moſes we know at his requeſt was N with even ocular Hh 
of part of God's glory, and three of the apoſtles without any requeſt at 
all, with a view of the tranſcendant glory of Chriſt, the expreſs image 
of the Father, even face to face. How comes it then that ſome Chriſtians 
declare that to contemplate the Being of Beings, the Eternal Spirit and 
his attributes, and that ideal wiſdom the truth in Chriſt, begotten by 
him from, all eternity, and reſident in his nature, and to believe that a 
ſpirit proceeds from the central glory and preſence of the Father through 
infinite ſpace, full of all perfection, whereby the Divine geing is omni- 
preſent, things all fully declared in fcripture, is proud and impious ? 
Faith it muſt be allowed is even the ſubſtance or full confidence of things 
hoped for, the very evidence of things not ſeen. It is, like hiſtorical 
and other deſcription, a ground for the mind to work on, a kind of 
ideal fight, whereby the great Raphael even painted the famous picture 
of the transfiguration. And yet 1 do not find, even in the Romiſh 
church, famous for ſo many acts of deliberate perſecution, that he was 
on that account ever called proud and impious, but admired by all, and his 
memory revered ever ſince, by men of genius and true taſte. In fact faith 
is that glorious grain of muſtard ſeed, in embryo as it were, which, not - 
withſtanding Mr. Locke's notions, whereby he abſurdly pretendeth to 
eonfine the intellectual powers, and rule the mental faculties of all men, 
when expanded and full grown, no man can determine the abſolute ſize 
of. Was the great KeRor of Sarum, as good a Chriſtian philoſopber, 
under a common diſpenſation, as perhaps was ever heard of, in his day, 
ever perſecuted for entertaining ſuch exalted ideas of the Divine Nature, 
or for his ſublime and even fervent devotion arifing from them ? Are we 
not commanded to communicate our knowledge if we can, and to reſiſt 
unbelievers ? What were Stillingfieet and / Waterland, a prelate and a 
divine of great and worthy memory, about in their day, were they not 
engaged in this ſame buſineſs ? And is it chen unpardonable for any man 
to know any thing of divinity, * regularly bred divines, or have no- 

tions 
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I am not inſenſible that meekneſs and gentle- 


neſs are neceſſary and ſhining qualifications, as 
well as knowledge and a true zeal. But, as there 


is great defect in every thing we do, and one 


tions different from thoſe which ſome but not all thoſe truly orthodox 
have adopted and entertained ? 


To contemplate truth the intellectual light of the world is moſt un- 
doubtedly one of the great privileges of our nature, whereby we are 
diſtinguiſhed from the beaſts that periſh, And our mental faculties can 
never be ſo well directed, as in endeavouring to gain a true knowledge of 
the Divine Nature, as far as we are able. The heavens declare the glory 
of God faith a divine prophet. And again, in the regular and due 
tranſition from things material to ſpiritual, The law of the Lord is per- 
fe converting (or reſtoring) the ſoul : the teſtimony of the Lord is ſure, 
making wiſe the fimple, The ſtatutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing 


che heart: the commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes. 


The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring for ever : the judgments of the 
Lord are truth and righteouſneſs all together. More to be defired than 
gold, yea, than much fine gold : e uh and the drop- 
pings of honey combs. 


When Solomon deſired he was not his requeſt pleaſing to the 
Almighty ? Was he not on that account with many others, favoured 
with a true knowledge of the Divine Nature, long before the period of 
the Chriſtian revelation, having deſcribed the eſſential wiſdom of God 


Which was with him In the beginning of his ways, before his works of 
old, in his Proverbs, chap. viii. in his Wiſdom, chap. vii. and the ſame 


perſon again, under the title of the Word, in chap. xviii. a paſſage as 
truly ſublime as any in all antiquity ; and declared that the ſpirit of the 
Lord filleth the world, and containeth and hath knowledge of 8 0 


jn it, in the 1ſt? 


If then Gentlemen have any thing to alledge againſt my opinions, I 
hope for the ſuture they like you will ingenuouſly, publiſh their ſenti- 
ments in print, that it may be ſeen, as Mr. Locke juſtly ſaid, on which 
fide'the weight of evidence lies : this will be open, fair, and generous. 
You may be aſſured I will give what arguments you may advance againſt 
ſuch of my notions as may be queſtioned without uſing blaſphemous 
ones, as candid an examination as they are entitled to, or will admit; 


though it be againſt my nature well to endure people who ſet themſelves 


up for teachers of others in ſublime and eſſential matters, and for dire&- 
ors of their conduct, without knowledge, by any means, adequate to it. 


man 
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man has his gift after this manner and another 
after that, if the honour of God and' the good 
of men are evidently two grand objects in any 
thing, we ought to accept it as ſuch, and by no 
means to cavil unjuſtly at things and writings in 


which there is merit, becauſe that in them perfec- 
tion is not to be found, | 


Sorry am I for many reaſons that 1 am obliged 
to write againſt you, firſt, becauſe you have much 
natural ingenuity, which I never could do other- 
wiſe than reſpect: and ſecondly becauſe you pay 
a regard to the practiſe of the moral duties: but 
there are ſome opinions which you hold that no 
man of knowledge can diſpenſe with. I ſhould 
be ready to do you any good office. But what 
more friendly and charitable taſ can I take upon 
me, than that of endeavouring to ſhew you, in a 
clear light, the pernicious nature of ſuch capital 
errors, and the dire conſequences of perſiſting in 
them ? Every truly ingenuous man when he ſees 
them will acknowledge them. Should he not 
however he muſt anſwer for them, and the ill ef- 
fects they produce. For whoever rejecteth the 
word of truth, that word, according to the ex- 
preſs declaration of him who cannot lie, will 
moſt infallibly judge him in the laſt day. By rea- 
fon of your cloſe adherence to ſuch errors in your - 
writings, I am obliged, againſt my will, to rank 
you in my mind and thoughts among thoſe who, 
1 think, have done their en I hope un- 
wittingly, 


_— _—_— — og. _— — ws 


= 
2 * 
& — ——— . — — - · 


- 2 . 
* . — 


( 4 1 
wittingly,. to corrupt that pure religion handed 
down to us, by the able and excellent men of 
former times; to conſider you at preſent as one 
who ſeem to me, while 2 mother country is 
ſick of many fore diſcaſes, and labouring and 
even groaning under many miſeries, to have 
added, your part at leaſt, unfortunately, to the 
weight of her great affliction, A moſt affecting 
conſideration this to a truly ſerious; thoughtful, 
and feeling mind! Lou and Dr. M---n would 
probably think yourſelves ill uſed, if ye were de- 
nied being men of ability. But what ability can 
conſiſt with notions inferior to, and much below 
the common ſenſe of mankind ? You moſt un- 
doubtedly hitherto, for the moſt part, have pur- 
ſued a wrong road, in which you cannot poſlibly 
attain perfection; nor obtain objects worthy the 
choice of a ſoul of a ſuperior caſt. Alter then 
your courſe, lay. aſide little and degrading no- 
tions, emancipate your mind, and be truly great. 
May you then, Sir, go on to be approved and re- 
ſpected, and I will be one of the firſt to admire 
your abilities, and to revere your virtues. You 
will then not only meet with approbation, but 
what i 18 more, deſerve i it: have not only the eſteem 
and affection of well-meaning and good men, but 
of thoſe of great knowledge alſo; to obtain which 
otherwiſe, though. they may OR with ww 
well, 4 eee AN; see 
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